The book is a delightful mixture of natural and cultural history, reviewing facts, folklore, and fiction surrounding this little-known species, organized into 5 parts and 33 chapters. In the Preface first author and zoo veterinarian Phil Robinson (PTR) reflects on the term "pygmy" in a variety of contexts from kingfishers to marmosets to people, and then provides a short introduction of his coauthors and additional chapter authors. Part I launches into the "Discovery, History and Capture" of the pygmy hippo. In Chapters 1 and 2 second author and zoo veterinarian Gabriela Flacke (GLF) gives us a brief introduction to "What is a Pygmy Hippo" using historical descriptions of C. liberiensis and frequent comparisons with its larger cousin, the common hippo (Hippopotamus amphibius). The following 3 chapters of Part I take us through popular culture and folklore surrounding the pygmy hippo; these include a summary chapter of the history of first encounters and captures in the 19th and 20th century, an examination of use and abuse of hippos focusing on both hippo species, and a detailed account of the discovery and rapid extinction of the Nigerian pigmy hippo (C. heslopi), which is closely tied to the British butterfly collector, Cambridge Univ. graduate, and colonial administrator, Ian R. P. Heslop (Chapter 5). Chapters 6 and 7 introduce us to the first successful trappers of pygmy hippos, the colorful German large game hunter and cinematographer Hans Schomburgk Part II begins with a collection of personal accounts on the challenges of "Working in Pygmy Hippo Country" from Sierra Leone and Liberia, a delightful mixture of travelogue and firsthand campfire narrative of pygmy hippo search experiences by car, boat, plane, and on foot from 1968 to 1982 (PTR, Chapters 8-16). This section makes some interesting comparisons to the rather different focus in the travel accounts of British novelist Graham Greene and it should be required reading for anyone foolhardy enough to consider wild mammal research in West African rainforests. The extreme humid tropical conditions and the social or people factor in West Africa make any attempt of getting (and staying) close to wild mammals so much more challenging than in the quintessential "safari countries" of East and South Africa, an experience this reviewer can only corroborate. This very personal section is followed by 4 more recent accounts of C. liberiensis research: contributing author April L. Conway on using camera traps and pit traps on Tiwai Island, second author GLF using box traps and camera traps at Taï National Park, Côte d'Ivoire, third author Knut M. Henschel (KMH) on capturing and radiotagging C. liberiensis in Liberia, and contributing author Waldemar Bülow on the experiment of introducing pygmy hippos captured at Taï NP into Azagny National Park about 200 km away.
Part III examines the "Biology and Natural History" of C. liberiensis in more detail, starting out with a biocoenotic review of climate, flora, and fauna where the species is found in Upper Guinea (GLF, Chapter 21), followed by chapters on its "Feeding Behavior and Nutrition" (KMH, Chapter 22), indigenous knowledge and skills of "The Pygmy Hippo Hunters" (PTR, Chapter 23), and the zones of overlap of pygmy and common hippo in West Africa (PTR, Chapter 24). Reflections on the nature of the peculiar elusiveness of the pygmy hippo (PTR, Chapter 25), and a review of husbandry, health, and pathology of the species (GLF, Chapter 26) conclude Part III.
Part IV is entitled "Conservation Work during Wartime" and clearly presents an intentional break with the generally optimistic trajectory of the book up to that point, showing the reader in three, again very personal chapters, by PTR and contributing author Henk Dorp what happens when a decade of civil war breaks out and destroys efforts to better understand and protect a highly elusive and Endangered species (Ransom et al. 2015) , as more existential struggles for power, uncontrolled violence, and general chaos begin to rule a region.
Part V, entitled "Conservation and the Future," points forward to the new postwar challenges. First KMH presents an example from Côte d'Ivoire with the new 21st-century realities of "greed, corruption and mismanagement, and lack of concern about conservation and sustainability" leading to high levels of uncontrolled logging and associated bushmeat poaching (Chapter 30). Then GLF and PTR give us a hopeful glimpse of how conservation genetics may help us to manage the highly fragmented pigmy hippo populations (Chapter 31), followed by an account of postwar efforts to assess the current distribution and population size of C. liberiensis in preparation of the 2011 IUCN Conservation Strategy for the species (Mallon et al. 2011) . The last chapter (Chapter 33) concludes with an outlook on "Conservation Planning and Priorities" focusing more on demographic and socioeconomic factors recognizing the need for increased efforts to train regional conservation staff and innovative and multifaceted community awareness and education campaigns, such as the Taï Hippo Project established in the Côte d'Ivoire in 2009.
In conclusion, The Pygmy Hippo Story is not your classic monolithic and scientifically detached monograph of single species research, as is, for example, The African buffalo (Sinclair 1977) . It is a highly informative and passionate call for attention and action that something very unique may be irreversibly disappearing in West Africa. The authors leave us with an afterword entitled "The Shared Trajectories of Hippos and People," wherein they conclude that (p. 401): "[t]he forecast for the pygmy hippo is clearly pessimistic, but not entirely hopeless if things change very soon. There is, however, keen competition in the information and misinformation wars that are now being waged between true scientists and special interests, such as the carbon industry climate science deniers." -Jan deCher, Section of Mammals, Zoological Research Museum Alexander Koenig, Adenauerallee 160, 53113 Bonn, Germany; 
